P.O. Box 1055, Pine Grove, CA 95665
June 24, 2025

NEWS RELEASE

The Amador Fire Safe Council (AFSC) is a local 501¢3 non-profit organization that is tasked to make
our Amador County communities more fire safe. The AFSC relies on grant funding to accomplish
important fuels reduction work across Amador County.

The AFSC has received grant funding through the Sierra Nevada Conservancy to accomplish fuels
reduction work on BLM parcels across Amador County. Our current project under this grant
program is a forest thinning project on a 122-acre BLM parcel that lies along Buckhorn Ridge Road
in Pioneer, CA. Due to identified terrain, habitat, and watershed components, only 75 acres of the
122 acres will be treated with this thinning operation. We are working closely with the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) Forester, our own contracted Registered Professional Forester (RPF), and
the thinning operator’s RPF, so we expect the work to go smoothly, without any environmental
concerns arising.

The prescription for this thinning project includes falling and decking conifers for shipment to
timber processing facilities operated by Sierra Pacific Industries. This sustainable prescription will
allow BLM and the AFSC to use this project to improve both community wildfire conditions AND
forest health. Targeted trees include ponderosa pine, sugar pine, Douglas Fir, and incense cedar.
Any dead or dying trees, of any size, may be felled, or kept as a wildlife resource.

Our Licensed Timber Operator, Wood-Land Expansion, Inc. of Pioneer, California, started field
operations field the first week of June.

The AFSC is excited to be able to treat this overgrown parcel on the BLM parcel adjacent to Pioneer
Park, along Buckhorn Ridge Road. Timber harvest equipment and haul trucks will be active during
the months of June, July, and August. The contract states all work for this project is to end by
September 30, 2025. One the thinning operation ends, a mastication project to process the
undergrowth and slash will occur. The end result will be a public property that will exhibit a
beautiful, healthy forest setting for our community members to enjoy.

We are enthused to be able to provide additional wildfire protection for the Pioneer area of Amador
County.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at the AFSC if you have questions or comments about this
project.

Top Regards,

Gordon Long- Forestry Project Manager

gordon@amadorrcd.org; 530-604-3588
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