Amador Fire Safe Council

2024 Report

SINCE ITS

organization

INCEPTION as a (c) (3)
in 2001, the Fire Safe
Council (AFSC) has a proven track record of

501
Amador

bringing together the communities, organizations,
and landowners of Amador County to develop and
implement strategic plans to reduce the potential

Our

include the Amador Board of Supervisors,

collaborators
the
Amador Resource Conservation District, the Bureau
of Land Management, the USDA Forest Service,
Sierra Pacific Industries, CALFIRE, Sierra Nevada
Conservancy, PG&E, the Amador Fire Protection

District and the five local fire protection districts

for catastrophic wildfires.

and Firewise Communities.

GRANT FUNDING

AFSC was awarded over $2.3 million dollars in
in 2024 to assist with forest health,

route

funding

evacuation improvements, fire mitigation,
community support and fire prevention education.
The majority of this funding comes from state

like CalFire and the Sierra Nevada

Conservancy. Just under 10% of funds come from

agencies

other organizations like CA Fire Safe Council and

PG&E.

County Wide Planning
77%

Ingress/Egress
50.9%

Community Fuel Breaks
35.6%

Forest Health Fuel Breaks
5.8%

AFSC funding is divided between the 3 main types of
on-the-ground projects the AFSC implements with a
small amount going towards much needed County

Wide Planning.

Funding is provided by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (“CAL FIRE") as part of the
California Climate Investment Program and with support of the California Fire Safe Council.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS
@ 8 Fuel Breaks Treated/In-Development
Aﬁ 756 Acres Treated
%@& 78 Miles Evacuation Route Improvement

AQ
m/ﬁ\ 7 New Firewise Communities Formed

L ®.) 5 Grants awarded: $2,352,034

FIREWISE COMMUNITIES
AFSC & Amador

worked to help communities engaged in their fire

Fire Protection District have

preparedness through the development of Firewise
Communities. In the last year, Amador County has
added 7 new Firewise Communities, bringing our
total to 37 sites in good standing throughout the
county. AFSC provides assistance to FWCs through
community formation, project development, start-

up resource kits, quarterly Firewise Forums, and
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Amador Fire Safe Council

Helping to protect the people of Amador County
and their property from the catastrophic effects
of wildfire through education, outreach, innovation
and action.

FUEL BREAK
DEVELOPMENT

/" COMPLETED FUEL BREAKS )

Jackson Gate: 9.2 acres treated on City of Jackson

and Mother Lode Land Trust property in and
around Kennedy Tailing Wheel Park
River Pines: 43.63 acres treated

IN-PROGRESS FUEL BREAKS

Upper Rancheria: 232.69 acres treated
Pine Acres: 64.84 acres treated
Volcano Hills: funded, planning in progress

FUEL BREAK PLANNING

Mt. Crossman (Buckhorn)
Pine Grove Corridor
Butte Mountain (Jackson)
Rendic (Amador City)

&

UPPER RANCHERIA
COMMUNITY FUEL BREAK -

AFSC STAFFING

AFSC staff are contracted employees through the
Amador RCD. In the past year the AFSC has grown to
6 part-time staff:

Amanda Watson - AFSC Coordinator

Dana Simpson - Finance Manager
Megan Watts - Public Outreach Coordinator
Gordon Long - Forestry Project Manager

Tamryn Zahradka- Forestry Resource Tech.

Todd Bertwell - Natural Resource Program Manager

INGRESS & EGRESS
IMPROVEMENT

X

AFTER Upper Andrews AFSC Ingress/Egress Project

~FORE Upper Andrews AFSC Ingress/Egress Project

Utilizing the mapping and planning effort
conducted by the AFSC-developed County
Evacuation Route Committee, AFSC improves
ingress/egress by vegetation
management along critical evacuation routes
throughout the Amador County. AFSC also
reviews and implements projects submitted by
community members. In the past year the AFSC
has treated roadside vegetation along a total of

conducting

78 miles.
TOTAL % COUNTY ROADS TREATED

T 16%

(TREATMENT DOUBLED FROM 2021-2023 = 8%)

66.5 MILES OF COUNTY ROADS TREATED
1.5  MILES OF PRIVATE ROADS TREATED

In 2024 AFSC was funded to update the county-wide Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP).

This is a critical document to unsure strategic and efficient wildfire protection planning and

implementation; AFSC kicked off this process in late 2024. The AFSC also initiated a collaborative
mapping project, that will help to coordinate projects and planning efforts. Both of these project will
be completed in 2025

AFSC IS LED BY A DEDICATED 7-MEMBER VOLUNTEER BOARD INCLUDING:
PAT MINYARD, CONNIE GONSALVES, JOHN HEISSENBUTTEL, SUSAN PETERS,
FRANK LESCHINSKY, RICHARD YARNELL AND CHRIS DOW.

Funding is provided by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (“CAL FIRE") as part of the
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California Climate Investment Program and with support of the California Fire Safe Council. P



