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At approximately 1200 on August 8th, the Tiger Fire broke out on River Road close to the Tiger Creek 
Reservoir in Pioneer, threatening many adjacent communities.  Fortunately, over the next several days, 
responding fire personnel were able to contain the fire. Assisting in containment was the Tiger Creek Fuel 
Break: a 300-acre fuel break created by the Amador Fire Safe Council (AFSC) on Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) land, funded by the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC).  Using the fuel break, CALFIRE 
and Amador Fire Protection District (AFPD) were able to knock down the fire quickly. “The fuel break 
provided a starting point to establish control lines allowing crews to limit the spread of the fire and protect 
homes in the Buckhorn community”, said Operations Section Chief Aaron Watkins with AFPD.  
 
“The shaded fuel break on BLM land was instrumental in stopping the Tiger Fire,” said Megan Scheeline, 
Unit Forester for CAL FIRE’s Amador-El Dorado Unit. “The fire started downslope of the fuel break and 
quickly burned uphill with high intensity through dense brush. The fuel break is strategically located for 
firefighters to make a stand between homes and fires that approach from the river canyon, and it worked 
– when the Tiger Fire reached the area of reduced brush and ladder fuels, fire intensity lessened and 
flames remained at ground level instead of spreading up into the tree canopy. This moderate fire behavior 
allowed ground crews and aircraft to effectively stop the fire.” 
 
The Tiger Creek Fuel Break is part of a comprehensive strategic plan developed by AFSC, PG&E, USDA 
Forest Service, Sierra Pacific Industries, CALFIRE, BLM, and others to reduce the potential for catastrophic 
wildfires in Amador County. “Few things are more rewarding than seeing a project you’ve worked on with 
trusted partners do exactly what it was meant to do—protect our communities. The Tiger Creek Fuel Break 
is a testament to what collaboration and foresight can achieve.” expressed Pat Minyard, Board President 
of the Amador Fire Safe Council.  
 
BLM manages approximately 1,200 acres in the area between Tiger Creek Road and Highway 26; AFSC 
implemented treatments on 300 acres within this area, establishing a shaded fuel break to reduce wildfire 
risk and enhance landscape resilience. "This fuels reduction project exemplifies the critical role of 
collaboration in mitigating the wildfire threat to our neighboring communities. It stands as a testament to 
the hard work and dedication of our partners," said Jeff Horn, BLM Mother Lode Field Office.  
 
The strategic fuel break included comprehensive planning and environmental compliance, followed by 
on-the-ground treatments such as mastication of understory brush and limbing of larger trees to reduce 
ladder fuels. Krisman Enterprises served as the primary contractor responsible for implementing the 
vegetation fuels reduction treatment. The initiative was made possible through planning and 
implementation grants awarded by the Sierra Nevada Conservancy, with project coordination and 
management conducted by the AFSC. The AFSC is a non-profit entity that continues to work with private 
and public landowners to plan, develop, and implement strategic fuels reductions throughout Amador 
County. The mission of the AFSC is to help protect the people of Amador County and their property from 
catastrophic effects of wildfire through education, outreach, innovation, and action. 
 
This project reflects a strong collaborative effort among partners and stakeholders, exemplifying the value 
of coordinated conservation and fire mitigation on public lands, helping provide protection to our rural 
communities.  
 
Thank you to the brave firefighters and the whole Incident Response Team of the Tiger Fire for keeping 
our communities safe! 
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